motorists see you ahead on the road. Keep your handle
bars free for steering.
Many accidents happen to beginners while they are
learning new skills. Beginning cyclists are wise to learn on
a dirt path where no automobiles will run over them.
Avoid streets with heavy traffic at all times, but certainly
until you ride well. Keep your mind on your riding and
your wheel under control. Give hand signals as automobile
drivers do, if that is the law where you live. Like them,
obey traffic lights and policemen. Watch for pedestrians.
Learning to be a safe rider helps you form habits that
will make it easier for you to be a safe driver when you
are a little older and may drive the family car. Here is
another good idea borrowed from wise drivers. Keep
your hands on the handle bars and your feet on the
pedals. Then your wheel will be under control. You can
avoid accidents when things suddenly get in your way.
Look out for ruts and holes in the roads. Do not try to
ride fast over rough ground. Avoid catching your tires
in streetcar tracks.
In most places bicycles are not allowed on sidewalks.
Where they are, be careful not to ride too close to people
who are walking. It is not good manners to frighten
people. They may not see you until you are almost up
to them. Then they may become frightened and step in
your way, and you or they may easily be hurt and your
wheel may be wrecked.
In the street you should ride in the same direction as
automobiles go. This means that you cannot see what is
coming behind you. Stay near the curb to be out of part
of the traffic. Look ahead to see if traffic lights are about
to change. Cars stop quickly. You may be caught among
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